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THE MUSICAL TIMES. 



by 861 persons, and the Upper Schools by 1465. 
Up to the close of this year, the expenses of the 
Classes had been guaranteed by several distin- 
guished friends of education. The payments of 
the pupils, and the profits of the Choral Meet- 
ings, had, however paid the expenses ; but, with 
the exception of the First Class, Mr. Hullah did 
not receive anything whatever for the great time 
and labor bestowed by him ; and, moreover, he 
paid the Gentlemen who assisted him as teachers. 
As the guarantee of the expenses was not re- 
newed, Mr. Hullah determined to undertake the 
risk of continuing the instruction, and to bear 
the expenses. The first thing to be done was to 
decrease the expenses ; and, with this view, the 
Classes were in October, 1843, removed from 
Exeter Hall (the rent and expenses of which 
formed an overwhelming item of expenditure) 
to the " Apollonicon Rooms" in St. Martin's 
Lane, and have since continued to be carried on 
there. The Upper Schools having been prac- 
tising the works of Handel, Mendelssohn, &c. 
these premises, although very inconvenient in 
many respects, were the best that could be ob- 
tained, until some more suitable Building could 
be erected. 

During the year 1844 the Elementary Classes 
were attended by 748 persons, and the Upper 
Schools by 1336. 

The inconvenience of the Apollonicon Rooms 
has, in fact, been a great bar to the extension of 
the system, because there is not accommodation 
for a sufficient number of Classes to be opened 
at convenient hours at the best season of the 
year, and the numbers are necessarily restricted. 
Under these circumstances, it was determined 
to build a Music Hall for the especial use of the 
Classes ; and at a General Meeting of the Upper 
Schools, held 2nd June, 1845, Mr. Hullah having 
previously stated this determination, a resolution 
was unanimously passed by the pupils, pledging 
themselves to use their best exertions to promote 
the object, and to raise a fund to be presented 
to Mr. Hullah as a Testimonial, but to be applied 
in aid of the building, to be called " The Hullah 
Testimonial Fund." A Committee was there- 
upon formed to carry this resolution into effect. 
It was conceived that such a Fund, and so to be 
applied, would be the most appropriate Testi- 
monial they could offer as an acknowledgment 



of long services hitherto almost wholly unre- 
munerated. 

At a General Meeting of the Upper Schools, 
held 27th November, 1845, it was resolved that 
a series of Choral Meetings, in aid of the Fund, 
should be held. Four of this series have 
already been held, and have proved highly suc- 
cessful ; the fifth and last of this season is to be 
held on the 24th June, 1846. The subscriptions 
amount to upwards of £500, and the net profits 
of the four Choral Meetings is £271. 6s. 

A very advantageous and central site has been 
obtained for the New Music Hall. It is on the 
North side of Long Acre, between Charles 
Street and Endell Street, and the houses are now 
being pulled down to clear the ground. The 
dimensions of the large room are proposed to be 
120-ft. by 60-ft., besides suitable Class Rooms. 
The Architect for the Building is Mr. William 
Westmacott. 



38ruf Chronicle of the last iWonttw 

Novello's Cheap Classics. — This series of interest- 
ing works, which were noticed in an early number of 
the Musical Times, had not then proceeded beyond the 
Masses of Haydn and Mozart, which are now com- 
pleted, and included in the first thirty-four numbers ; 
many of them are published complete for the usual 
price of a fashionable song. The latter volumes in 
continuation, include an excellent adaptation to English 
words of Mozart's Requiem ; Romberg's " Te Deum ;" 
the Oratorio, " The Harmony of the Spheres;" Men- 
delssohn's fine Psalm (115th) " Not unto us, O Lord;" 
Beethoven's Mass in C; and Haydn's delightful work, 
"The Seasons" — spring, summer, autumn, and winter j 
each part forming a distinct and complete volume. 
The characteristic of these Cheap Classics is the great 
pains which have been taken, not only to produce them 
in a clear and beautiful type, but the press has been 
most carefully corrected, making them really cheap 
because excellent. 

"Judas Maccabeus," by Handel. — The Sacred 
Harmonic Society at Exeter Hall have given three 
successive performances of this noble work during the 
last month; shewing that its interest is undiminished, 
and that it is better understood now that it has stood 
the test of one hundred years from its first production. 
It is of the things which never can grow old. 

Bishopsgate Ward School-boom Classes. — A cor- 
respondent informs us that the Classes lately established 
in Peter-street for the practice of Sacred and Oratorio 
Music, are progressing in a highly satisfactory manner. 

Puiicell Commemoration. — The musical portion of 
the services at Westminster Abbey on the 25th June, 
was selected entirely from the works of Purcell, and the 
usual choir was assisted by many friends on the annual 
commemoration of our greatest British musician. 



THE MUSICAL TIMES. 



15 



BKIEF CHRONICLE (Continued). 
Gloucester. — The Gloucester Journal of the 20th 
June contains a long and interesting report of a meet- 
ing to present Mr. W. Higgs, of the Mechanics' Insti- 
tution, with a handsome service of plate, for his inde- 
fatigable exertions in the cause of music, and the 
classes attached to that Establishment in particular. 

Palestrina. — A marble bust of this illustrious 
musician, placed in one of the galleries of the capitol, 
has just been inaugurated, under the authority of the 
Pope, with great and solemn ceremony. There can be 
no mistake as to the propriety of this act of homage to 
the father of ecclesiastical music, who, at the end of 
three centuries, still stands unrivalled. — Dramatic and 
Musical Review. 

The Choral Fund. — On the 13th of June the 
Annual Concert, given to the subscribers to this ex- 
cellent Charity, took place at the Hanover Square 
Rooms. The members, assisted by their brethren of 
the musical profession (ever foremost in the cause of 
-charity), were enabled to offer a great musical treat to 
those who kindly subscribe to the Society ; and we hope 
that many of our readers, who are not subscribers, will 
become so, in order to help this fund, which is a re- 
source to many of the widows of a most hard-working 
and deserving branch of the profession. 

Rossini's Statue. — This long-talked-of tribute has 
just been placed in the Grand Opera-House in Paris. 
On the occasion of its inauguration, selections were 
performed from Guillaume Tell and the Stabat Mater. 

Banbury.— We are glad to hear that the Choral 
Society in this town is making good progress, and has 
just concluded a very successful season — the third, we 
believe. 

Mr. Gantter's Lectures on Ecclesiastical 
Music. — These lectures improve as they proceed. The 
third was highly interesting. A selection from Seb. 
Bach's choral music, and a Te Deum of Graun, had the 
recommendation of novelty to most of the audience. 
Both are fine compositions, although, from their great 
length, somewhat monotonous to a modern ear. In the 
former, the choir was unsteady, but the Te Deum went 
admirably. Graun' s Oratorio, the Death of Jesus, 
Mr. Gantter denominated the German Messiah. A 
movement from the Passione of Haydn, was another 
treat to the uninitiated. The remainder of the illus- 
trations consisted chiefly of a selection from the masses 
of Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven. The room was 
quite full. The fourth lecture took place at the Music 
Hall, Store-street. The illustrations consisted of Latin 
Hymns, Hymns of the Hussites, Psalms of the Cal- 
vinists, Chorales of the Lutherans, and English 
Psalmody, sung by a chorus selected from the choirs 
of Westminster Abbey, St. Paul's, the Temple, &c. 
We are glad to see the interest that these lectures ex- 
cite, and particularly recommend them to the attention 
of the choral societies, as a means of extending the 
hitherto limited range of their operations. — From a 
correspondent. 

The Second Italian Opera-House. — It is said that 
arrangements have been definitively made for an 
Italian Company at Covent Garden for the season of 
1847. 

The Hereford Festival. — The meeting of the 
three choirs will take place this year at Hereford, on 
the 9th, 10th, and 11th of September. 



The Birmingham Festival is fixed for the 25th, 
26th, 27th, and 28th of August. 

In the middle of last month, the Choir op Beres- 
ford Chapel, Walworth, gave their first annual 
vocal performance at the National School Rooms, 
Newington Butts. Mr. Jacob Mainzer conducted, and 
Mr. John Gibbs, the Organist of the Chapel, presided 
at the piano-forte. The programme consisted of 
twenty-three pieces of music. Amongst the most suc- 
cessful may be instanced " And the Glory of the Lord," 
" Forgive, blest shade," and the charming old madrigal 
by Festa (1541), "Down in a flow'ry vale," which 
received a rapturous encore. The choruses obtained 
their full share of the applause, especially the " Hymn 
of Praise," by Novello; "Lift up your heads," 
"Hallelujah," from the Messiah ; and the "Gloria," 
from Mozart's 12th Service. This pleasing perform- 
ance closed at eleven o'clock, with the National An- 
them, arranged by Novello. The audience was of a 
highly respectable character. Considerable difference 
of opinion prevailing as to the propriety of having per- 
formances of music in places which are dedicated to 
religious worship, a school-room has been chosen for 
the purpose, instead of a sacred edifice.. — From a 
correspondent. 

" Music Defended," and " Music and its In- 
fluence." — These two little tracts have been sent us 
from Huddersfield, and from the circumstance of the 
latter being copiously reviewed in the British Friend 
(the organ of the Society of Friends), it is said to be 
the production of a Quaker in that town. Whether his 
sectarian or educational prejudices have clouded his 
perception or not, we cannot tell, but he seems to make 
no distinction between the use and abuse of music. 
His arguments are fairly met by the writer of the 
reply, and, we think, fully refuted. We ourselves, 
though disapproving of the flippant and degenerate 
compositions of modern days, are decidedly favourable 
to the cultivation of music,, and agree in a great measure 
with the arguments of the writer of the reply, which 
will be found well worthy of a perusal. The price 
places it within the reach of every one. — Leeds Times. 

Music and Painting in the Metropolis. — The old 
idea, that the English are not a musical people, is now 
pretty well exploded : and how such a notion could 
ever have originated — musical entertainments having 
been always popular among us — we are at a loss to 
imagine. In the present day, music seems indis- 
pensable to the social enjoyment and recreation of life. 
In private or in public — whether in religious ob- 
servances or in secular pursuits — its power is recog- 
nized, and its influences are acknowledged; whilst 
abroad, if not at home, it is admitted, on all hands, that 
nowhere is musical excellence so highly and so justly 
appreciated, as in this country, which has yet been 
sneered at by pedants and would-be-critics, as un- 
musical. Let those who are inclined to entertain such 
an opinion, visit London in May and June ; when, at 
the Italian Opera and Drury-lane Theatre — the Ancient 
and Philharmonic Concerts — and the many private 
concerts which are given for the benefit of the pro- 
fessors, male and female, with which the metropolis 
abounds — as well as at those places of amusement 
which are more especially frequented by the lower 

trade of tradesmen and the working classes — they will 
nd ample materials to correct their erroneous opinions. 
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